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William S. Dudley is the former Director of Naval History for the U.S. Navy, 
having served in this position for nine years, 1995-2004. He was concurrently

Director of the Naval Historical Center,  Curator for the Navy, and Coordinator of Navy

Museums.  From 1960 to 1963, he served on active duty as an officer in the U.S.

Navy and in the Selected Reserve, 1963-1967. He holds three academic degrees: Williams
College, B.A., 1958; Columbia University, M.A., 1966; and Ph.D., 1972. Commencing in
 1970, he taught in the History Department of Southern Methodist University, Dallas, Texas.  

Dr. Dudley became a supervisory historian at the Naval Historical Center in Washington, D.C. in 1977 and progressed from Head of the Research (Early History) Branch through Senior Historian by 1994. He is the author of many book reviews, articles, monographs, and documentary editions, including: Going South: U.S. Navy Officer Resignations and Dismissals on the Eve of the Civil War, Washington, D.C.: Naval Historical Foundation, 1981; Editor, The Naval War of 1812: A Documentary History, Vol. 1. Washington, D.C.: Naval Historical Center (1985), Co-editor, Vol. 2. (1992), and Series Editor, Vol. 3, (2002). This series presents original documents on naval operations, logistics, shipbuilding, personnel, medicine, and administration.  
Other selected publications: Editor, James Fenimore Cooper’s Ned Myers or a Life Before the Mast  (1843), Classics of Naval Literature series,  Naval Institute Press, Annapolis, MD: 1989; Author, “The War of 1812 and Postwar Expansion,” in Encyclopedia of the American Military, ed. John E. Jessup. 3 vols. New York: Scribner’s, 1994; and Co-editor of The Early Republic and the Sea: Essays on the Naval and Maritime History of the Early United States (Washington, DC: Brasseys, Inc., 2001) and Troubled Waters: New Aspects of Naval and Maritime History,” Proceedings of the North American Society for Oceanic History, 1999-2005, published by The Northern Mariner, 2008.  
He is the author of the essay “United States Navy, 1775 to Present” in the Oxford Encyclopedia of Maritime History (2007).  His chapter “Old Ironsides’ Last Battle” was published in Douglas McLean, ed., Fighting at Sea (2008). His Maritime Maryland: A History was published in 2010 by the Johns Hopkins University Press. In March 2013, the U. S. Naval Academy published his The Naval War of 1812: America’s Second War of Independence. Dr. Dudley retired from the Naval Historical Center (now Naval History and Heritage Command) in 2004 and currently works as a self-employed Maritime Heritage Consultant.  
He is a past-president of the North American Society for Oceanic History and the Society for History in the Federal Government. He is former Chairman member of the Maritime Committee of the Maryland Historical Society. He serves on the Board of Directors of the Naval Historical Foundation, the Board of Trustees of the National Maritime Historical Society, and the Board of Governors of the Chesapeake Bay Maritime Museum where he is currently Chairman of the Curatorial Committee.  
